
August 2013  |  26 Weeks Until Marketplace Go-Live 

In This Edition: 

 CWG requests assessment of potential 
TCR Market delay 

 Structured Market Trials gets closer to full 
“bid-to-bill” functionality 

 Customer Training continues adding to its 
Marketplace learning offerings 

 Marketplace’s online Q&A document 
passes 1,000 mark 

Key Dates: 

 January 14-September 27, 2013: TCR 
Market Trials 

 June 3-Nov. 1, 2013: 
Structured/Unstructured Market Trials 

 Oct. 18, 2013: TCR Go-Live 
 Oct. 23-25, 2013: Settlement Users Group 

Conference 
 Nov. 12, 2013: Parallel Operations begin 

The latest from the Marketplace workstreams: Markets MIPO, Public Data; 
Market Trials Participant Guide 

The Markets workstream has 
posted updated versions of the 
Markets Web Services Technical 
Specifications (APIs) (Marketplace 
Markets Web Services 1007E1283 
16 and Marketplace Markets Web 
Services 1007E1283 17) and 
Markets User Interface Business 
Rule Validations to its project 
folder. The changes were 
implemented in the Market Trials 
test environment August 23. 
Marketplace Change Tracker 
includes a brief description of the 
changes and the dates for 
migration to the sandbox and 
Market Trials environments. Use 
the Request Management System 
(RMS) to submit any questions. 

Settlements has posted 
updated versions of the 
Settlements technical 
specifications (APIs) to the 
Settlements project folder. 
Please reference the 
Marketplace Change Tracker 
for a brief description of the 
changes and the dates for 
migration to the sandbox 
and Market Trials 
environments. Any questions 
should be submitted to the 
RMS. 

SPP’s Market Monitoring 
Unit (MMU) has posted its 
initial Member Impacting 
Project Overview for the 
Market Monitoring Data 
Depository project in its 
project folder. The Data 
Depository will collect 
generator cost, fuel usage, 
and physical-resource 
capability data from 
market participants to 
monitor and mitigate the 
Integrated Marketplace. 
Please submit any 
questions through the 
RMS. 

CWG requests assessment of potential TCR Market delay 

The Integrated Marketplace program is evaluating the impact of delaying the Transmission 
Congestion Rights (TCRs) Market’s Go-Live, following a request by the Change Working Group 
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(CWG) during its August meeting. The CWG request relates only to the October 18 start of the TCR 
Market, not the Marketplace’s March 1, 2014 Go-Live. 

TCR Market Trials began in January 2013. TCRs can be used as a financial hedge against congestion, 
allowing MPs to reduce their potential exposure to market price fluctuation.  

Structured Market Trials gets closer to full “bid-to-bill” functionality 

The Settlements Structured Market Trials (SMT) calendar is tracking as scheduled, which means 
Market Participants (MPs) are another step closer to testing full “bid-to-bill” functionality of their 
Integrated Marketplace systems.  

The next step? Improving the data’s quality. 

The Settlements workstream met its first target date August 12 by posting settlement statement 
for the August 5 Operating Day. The team stayed on track by posting its first invoice August 15; it 
has continued to post daily settlement statements and invoices. 

Settlements is using Structured Market Trials Markets data for prices, cleared quantities, dispatch 
instruction, and interchange schedules. Settlements is using what it refers to as “Groundhog Data” 
for state estimator, baseline, and commitment data. SPP is focused on rapidly and efficiently 
resolving data-integration issues to replace the Groundhog Data with actual billing data from 
upstream systems. 

MPs will be able to submit their own meter data on Mondays and Fridays, effective September 1. 
Settlements will not overwrite the meter data submitted on these days, but the data will be 
reflected in Settlement Reports. SPP will continue to test SMT scenarios Tuesday through Thursday 
each week, using meter data posted to MPs. 

"Obviously, submitting meter data will improve the bid-to-bill experience for MPs,” said Philip 
Bruich, SPP’s director of Settlements. “Structured Market Trials’ bid-to-bill scenarios remain on our 
critical path. Improving the quality of those scenarios will help everyone feel better about the 
systems they are testing, and get us ready for Parallel Operations.” 

SMT is scheduled to run through November 3. SPP will then take the Marketplace systems down 
for a week to prepare for the Parallel Ops Test, which begins November 12. 

The Marketplace program has completed 27 Official Operating Days during SMT, as of August 27. 
The program will begin supporting five Operating Days in September. 

Customer Training continues adding to its Marketplace learning offerings 

SPP Customer Training continues to add to its Integrated Marketplace offerings, with a pair of net 
conferences (on-line sessions) focused on the Transmission Congestion Rights (TCR) market, which 
goes live October 18. The two training sessions are: 
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 Integrated Marketplace In-Depth: Auction Revenue Rights (ARR) Allocation 

 Integrated Marketplace TCR Bid Activity (Updated) 

ARR Allocation is a 2 ½-hour net conference, and is scheduled September 4 from 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 
(CST). The net conference delves into ARR’s key fundamentals, their allocation by SPP’s 
Simultaneous Feasibility Test, how a market participant’s strategy affects allocation results, and 
what activities will help MPs prepare for TCR Market Go-Live. 

The TCR Bid Activity course is also a 2 ½-hour net conference, scheduled October 1 (1:30-4 p.m. 
CST). The training explores TCR market clearing, how to limit risks and manage exposure, and how 
to prepare for the TCR market’s Go-Live. 

Both sessions are open for registration through the SPP Learning Center. The Learning Center can 
also be reached through the Marketplace Training page, which includes instructions for opening an 
account and registering for classes. 

The sessions are expected to fill up quickly. The course content builds on material covered in 
Marketplace Levels 1 and 2 training. SPP Customer Training recommends participants have a base 
knowledge of the Marketplace and TCR concepts and processes. 

Marketplace’s online Q&A Document passes the 1,000 mark 

The Integrated Marketplace’s online Q&A document now numbers more than 1,000 questions and 
their answers, providing a treasure trove of Marketplace how-tos, whys, and other information for 
market participants. 

The Q&A document is updated monthly on SPP.org, most recently on August 15. It includes 
questions and answers from the Request Management System (RMS) (635 total), Customer 
Training’s Marketplace Clinics (483), and the Settlements kickoff session (25) – 1,143 Q&As, all 
told. 

New on the Integrated Marketplace website: Marketplace Protocols 15.0a, 
Milestone Report 

Version 16.0a of the Integrated 
Marketplace Protocols have been 
posted for review. Protocol-revision 
requests, comments, and related 
questions should be sent to 
protocolrevisions@spp.org. 

The latest Program 
Milestone Report has 
been posted to the 
CWG Monthly 
Postings folder for 
review. 

More information is available 
through the following 
resources: 

 Integrated Marketplace on 
SPP.org 

 Marketplace Workstream 
Directory (PDF) 

 Integrated Marketplace 
Scorecard (PDF) 

 SPP Customer Relations 
(questions@SPP.org) 
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Please refer to the Integrated Marketplace Workstream Email Address List if you have questions or feedback on the 
content of this message. 
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